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The District ended the summer and started the fall with a bang hosting nearly 
1,000 students from 12 different Monroe County schools at Ellison Park for our 
33rd annual Conservation Field Days education event! Conservation Field Days 
allows local fifth and sixth grade classes to spend a day outdoors learning about 
various environmental conservation topics ranging from wildlife ecology to 
stormwater management to local farming to many, many more. New stations 
and topics this year included vermicomposting with Cornell Cooperative 
Extension (CCE) of Monroe County 4-H Youth Development, a tracks and scat 
crime scene investigation with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, aquatic 
invasive species prevention with Finger Lakes Institute, and more! 

This year we had 24 different instructors participate from the following 
organizations: CCE of Monroe County, Cornell University, Finger Lakes 
Community College, Finger Lakes Institute, Friends of Ganondagan, Genesee 
Country Village & Museum, GreenSpark Solar, Monroe County Department of 
Environmental Services, Monroe County Parks Department, Monroe County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation, Oatka Creek Watershed Committee, Rochester 
Institute of Technology, Rochester Museum & Science Center, Seneca Park 
Zoo, Tinker Nature Park, U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, and U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service.  

Thank you to all of the instructors, volunteers, and sponsors of this event. This 
event is truly special, bringing so many organizations and schools together to 
educate and learn about conservation topics and the District is proud to be able 
to host this event for our local schools! 

If you are interested in being involved in next year’s Conservation Field Days 
event, whether as an instructor or if you are a teacher in Monroe County, please 
reach out to our office at 585-753-7380 or mcswcd@monroecounty.gov.  

Celebrating the 33
rd

 Annual  

Conservation Field Days 

“Native Americans as 

 First Conservationists” 

“Local Food” Solar Electricity in 
Rochester? Absolutely! 

“Invasive Invaders” “Animal Kingdom” “Protect our Watersheds” 
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For years our Fish Stocking Program has provided pond landowners with the opportunity to stock 
or restock their pond at the perfect time of year, ensuring less stress for the fish as they enter their 
new home. Less stress overall leads to higher survivability of your fish. Additionally, if you’re 
looking to increase the overall environment and health of you pond, we will have items that can do 
just that! Note that perch and black crappie are not being offered this fall.  

Distribution will be on October 7, 2022 at 12:00 pm 

Find the order form on the last page of this newsletter or visit our website at 
https://www.monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 

You can also place an order online: click here 
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Each year the NYS Conservation 
District Employees’ Association, Inc. 
(NYSCDEA) has a booth in the 

Horticulture Building highlighting the programs 
delivered by the Conservation Districts in New York 
State. The Monroe County SWCD participates on the 
committee to organize, prepare, and staff this booth 
for the past 14 years. Every two years, the committee 
promotes a different “theme” at the booth that highlights a specific program area offered by the 
SWCDs; this year being “Healthy Lawn, Healthy Environment.” We highlighted 10 lawn care 
tips like mowing at 3”, leaving grass clippings in your lawn, and using phosphorous free fertilizer. 
We also promoted the installation of pollinator yards/gardens and the use of integrated pest 
management. Classic booth demonstrations like the Soil My Undies challenge, guessing the 
weight of a jar of soil, and Ronny the Raindrop kid coloring contest were also featured again this 
year.  

 

Our friend from Cornell Cooperative Extension 
of Erie County, Frederick Lawn Gnomestead, 
even helped join in on the festivities, as did 
NYSCDEA regular Ronny the Raindrop who had 
a blast visiting various fair attractions and 
meeting new friends.  
 

If you were one of the 49,112 people that 
attended on the first day and visited the 
Horticulture Building, you may have seen us  

 there; if not, make sure to come check us out next year! 

The Great New York State Fair 

Our Fall Fish Stocking Program is Here! 

Ronny meeting Commissioner Ball 
and Governor Hochul Frederick Lawn 

Gnomestead 

NYSCDEA booth at the State Fair 

https://www.monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html
https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-program#sGTNbi
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/soils/health/?cid=nrcseprd1470410
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Through funding provided by the NYS Soil & Water Conservation Committee, District staff spent 
all spring and summer working on a riparian buffer project with the Village of East Rochester in 
their beautiful Legion Eyer Park. A popular recreational area for fishing, volleyball, and social 
gatherings, Legion Eyer Park has the wonderful privilege of being located on an over 800 foot 
stretch of Irondequoit Creek. Unfortunately, the banks in many areas of the park have begun to 
become eroded, threatening loss of decades old trees and valuable recreational areas of the park. 
Additionally, continued erosion causing sediment deposition could impact the stream’s water 
quality and natural habitat most notably on the trout that are present in the creek. Riparian buffers 
help reduce erosion through bank stabilization, increase water quality by trapping and reducing 
the amount of sediments and nutrients entering the stream, and create habitat for various wildlife. 

Overall, nearly 50 native trees and over 60 native shrubs were planted along the 8,250 square foot 
buffer zone. Trees planted include Red Maple, Red Oak, River Birch, American Sycamore, 
Bigtooth Aspen, and Black Cherry. Shrubs planted include Ninebark, Red Osier Dogwood, and 
Arrowwood. Tree shelters were installed around trees to encourage straighter growth and 
protection from wildlife, while shrubs were sprayed with deer and rabbit deterrent in an effort to 
protect them from wildlife browse. Invasive oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) was also 
removed from the park with plans to remove more this fall. Willow and dogwood live stakes were 
also installed along the stream’s edge for increased stabilization.  

Along with the buffer, the District planted a pollinator meadow in a corner of the park where 
mowing has been difficult due to consistently wet conditions. The hope for the meadow is to 
create habitat and nectar sources for bees, butterflies, and other pollinators.  

District Implements Village Park Riparian Buffer  

Village staff getting the buffer ready for 
planting 

The pollinator meadow mulched and 
watered after seeding 

An afternoon’s work of invasive species 
removal  

Invasive Oriental Bittersweet piles after 
being removed 

Various stages of our 
buffer plantings 
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It has been a busy season for Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM)  
programming as three different projects were implemented over the summer! 

The District designed and implemented a 94x92 ft water 
and sediment control basin (WASCOB) on a dairy farm in 
the Black Creek watershed this summer. A WASCOB is 
an earth embankment or a combination ridge and channel 
constructed across a slope of a minor drainageway.  

WASCOBs help reduce gully erosion, trap sediments, and 
reduce and manage runoff. They are commonly installed 
on areas of irregular topography and areas where erosion 
and runoff are concerns.  

This project was funded through AEM Round 17 cost-
share assistance. 

Work was recently completed on the installation of an irrigation pipe 
on a dairy farm as part of our climate resiliency funding grant. The 
irrigation pipe will help the farm combat the increasingly common 
drought conditions brought on by climate change risking the 
production of their alfalfa fields used as a feed source.  

Climate resilient farming reduces the impacts of agriculture on 
climate change, while increasing the farm’s resiliency in the face of a 
changing climate. The basic idea of climate resilient farming is to 
mitigate (reduce the impact) and adapt (increase resiliency).  

This project was cost-shared with funding from the NYS Climate 
Resilient Farming grant program. 

 

Our final project completed only a few weeks ago was a 
stream crossing and access road on a fruit farm in the 
Buttonwood Creek watershed. This crossing was installed 
with the purpose of minimizing impacts to the stream and 
to provide a safe and stable conveyance for agricultural 
equipment across the channel for planting and harvesting 
of forage crops.  

This project was funded through AEM Round 17 cost-
share assistance. 

The Summer of AEM 

Project 1: Water and Sediment Control Basin 

Project 3: Access Road with Stream Crossing 

Project 2: Climate Resilient Farming Irrigation System 

The WASCOB a month after construction 
with vegetation starting to establish 

Irrigation pipe being installed 
along the agricultural field 

The completed stream crossing for 
safer and more stable field access 
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Fall Stormwater Best Management Practices:  

Draining Your Pools, Fountains, and Spas 
 

Do you have a pool, fountain, or spa on your property? If yes, then you are likely getting ready to 
drain them this time of year. The following best management practices should always be 
employed when draining:  

 Before you even think about draining your pool, fountain, or spa, you should first test the 
water to ensure no chlorine is present. Chlorine entering our local creeks will greatly reduce 
water quality and would be very harmful to fish.  

 NEVER drain a pool, fountain, or spa into a storm sewer or down your driveway (or other 
impervious surfaces). These lead directly to our creeks. Pools should always be drained into 
your yard or another landscaped area with a siphon or 
low volume pump. 

 NEVER drain a pool, fountain, or spa into creeks, ponds, 
rivers, etc.  

 Be aware of your property’s drainage patterns including 
swales, drainage ditches, and especially steep slopes that 
may lead onto neighboring properties or directly into 
local creeks. Be sure to avoid these drainage areas when 
draining your pool, fountain, or spa. 

 If adding wintering chemical treatments, wait for the chlorine levels to be zero and then drain. 
Draining first will reduce the amount of winter chemicals needed, not to mention saving 
money as well. Chemicals should be mixed using a skimmer pole and brush.  

**Remember to always dispose of chemicals properly by 
bringing them to the Hazardous Household Waste area at the 
ecopark. Appointment required. 

For more information, visit https://www.h2ohero.org/at-home or 
contact your local municipal stormwater representative that can 
be found by visiting https://www.stormwatercoalition.com/  

Don’t Miss Upcoming Stormwater Management Trainings! 

Speaking of stormwater, NYS Department of Environmental Conservation-Endorsed 4-Hour 
Erosion & Sediment Control Trainings have begun to be scheduled. Don’t miss the first one of the 
fall on October 25th. In order to be a qualified inspector or a trained contractor on permitted active 
construction sites in New York State,  you must take this course. This class will be virtual and run 
from 8:30 am until 1:00 pm.  
 

Pre-registration is required for this class and costs $100. Registration is required by October 19th. 
For more information including class brochure, payment link, and registration visit our website at:  
https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-2.html.    

https://www.h2ohero.org/at-home
https://www.stormwatercoalition.com/
https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-2.html
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A phrase as old as time: “Leaves of three, leave it be.” While this phrase is absolutely true and is 
an important rule to follow, there are also several other characteristics to be aware of so you don’t 
end up with a reaction caused by poison ivy (Toxicodendron raticans).  
 
1. The Golden Rule: Leaves of three, let it be. This rule will always ring true. No matter the stage 

poison ivy is in, if it has leaves those leaves will be in groups of three. Yes, there are other 
plants with leaves of three (box elder, young Virginia creeper, young sumacs), but if you 
aren’t sure what species it is, it is best to leave it be.  

2. Know the different forms of poison ivy. While the most common form of poison ivy is the 
little ground clusters along trails, forests, and field edges, poison ivy also can grow upwards as 
a vine along trees. These vines can have much larger leaves that can be deceiving if you aren’t 
aware of this form of poison ivy. Poison ivy will commonly take over dead trees, as it has with 
dead ash trees in various parts of Monroe County.  

3. Be wary of bright red or yellow leaves in the Fall. Come Fall, poison ivy leaves will turn a 
vibrant, bright red or yellow. Virginia creeper also tends to turn red, so if you see a vine with 
red leaves, best to let it be. 

4. Still poisonous in the winter? YES. Remember those vines that creep up and around trees? 
Even though the leaves have fallen off, that vine is still poisonous. If you see a vine going 
around a tree or hanging freely that looks “hairy,” then it is poison ivy. That hairy appearance 
are tiny roots extending from the vine. These roots are often orange-color looking.  

 
Hiking around Monroe County is fun, and it can be even more fun when you know what plants to 
avoid. Using the above characteristics, you should never come home after a hike or outdoor 
adventure and develop a rash from poison ivy again! 

Wait THAT’S Poison Ivy?? 

Most common poison ivy 
growth as small plants 

Poison ivy with fall 
colors of red and yellow 

“Hairy” vine appearance of poison ivy 



This newsletter is published quarterly by the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District and is available at no 
cost to interested landowners, land users, and to the general public. If you would like to receive our newsletter, please 
visit our website and sign up for our newsletter mailing list or view it directly online at www.monroecountyswcd.org. 
Programs and services offered through the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District are made possible 
through the financial support of the County of Monroe, State of New York, specialized grant opportunities, and 
fundraising programs. All SWCD programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to 
age, color, national origin, political beliefs, religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or disability. Our Board 
of Director meetings are open to the public; please call for information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 District Staff Take Advantage of Various Training 
Opportunities 

District staff don’t just host trainings, but we also participate in several 
trainings throughout the summer. After ending spring with two weeks of 
various Conservation District related trainings including soil testing, 
culvert designing, invasive species, and much more, District staff 
continued to attend trainings into the summer.  

 
Two staff members attended an Introduction to 
AEM field course in Wyoming County where 
they got a refresher on the AEM program and 
learned the best ways to go about approaching 
farmers about entering into the AEM program 

and what to look for during a Tier 2 survey of the farmstead.  
 
Three staff members were able to attend one of the 
many 2022 New York Soil Health & Climate Resiliency 
trainings offered this year in Seneca Falls as well, 
learning about cover cropping, reduced tillage, and how 
climate change is affecting agricultural life.  
 
Come late September staff will be venturing out to 
Cortland County for the annual Conservation Skills Workshops to learn 
about/expand on topics such as pollinators and pasture planning.  

Monroe County Soil & Water 
Conservation District 

 
145 Paul Road, Building 5 

Rochester, NY 14624 
Phone: 585-753-7380 

M-F 8am-4pm 
 

mcswcd@monroecounty.gov 
 

www.monroecountyswcd.org 
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Chair/NY Grange Rep. 

 

Maureen Leupold 
Vice Chair/Member at Large 

 
Chuck Colby 

 Treasurer/Member at Large 
 

Marc Krieger 
Asst. Treasurer/Farm Bureau Rep. 

 
Steve Brew 

Legislative Rep.  
 

Susan Hughes-Smith 
Legislative Rep.  

 

District Staff: 
 
 

Kelly Emerick  
(CPESC, CPSWQ, CPMSM) 

Executive Director 
 

James Sroka 
Soil & Water Resource Technician 

 

Kristin White 
Account Clerk 

 
Jacob Kearney 

Conservation Program Specialist 

Like us on Facebook and 
follow us on Instagram by 
visiting the links or using 

the QR codes below! 

http://www.facebook.com/ 
MonroeCountySWCD 

https://www.instagram.com/mo
nroecoswcd_ny/ 
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PLEASE SEND YOUR GRASS CARP PERMIT (3 copies) WITH YOUR ORDER 

OR  a copy can be sent via email to mcswcd@monroecounty.gov      

(retain a photocopy for your records). This will enable us to expedite the distribution of your order. 
You will receive a signed copy with your grass carp the day of distribution. 

NO PERMIT=NO GRASS CARP

MONROE COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
145 Paul Road, Building #5, Rochester, NY 14624 Phone: (585)753-7380 

http://www.monroecountyswcd.org 

2022 FALL FISH STOCKING PROGRAM 

SCHEDULED DISTRIBUTION is FRIDAY OCTOBER 7th, 2022 at 12:00 p.m. 

All orders must be received with payment by Monday October 3rd  
Distribution will be at the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation Office (address above). We have no holding facilities. 

PLEASE ARRIVE PROMPTLY AT 12PM.  NO REFUNDS FOR ORDERS NOT PICKED UP. 

PLEASE READ: 
1) You will need to bring 20 gallons of pond or lake water for every 6 Grass Carp, 500 minnows, 75 Perch, 50 Bass

(20 larger bass), 50 Black Crappie. Do NOT use tap water!

2) Recommended travel time should not exceed 30-45 minutes.
Aquarium aerators can be used to decrease stressors to fish during transport.

3) Please bring a cover for the container(s) of water in order to reduce risk of fish loss or water loss.
A garbage bag with a tie is acceptable if you do not have a container with an appropriate lid.

4) Additional information to consider before ordering specific species or items can be found on the next page.
You NEED a Triploid Grass Carp permit to buy carp. See next page how to obtain a permit.

5) Online ordering is available at: https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-
program  Credit card payments are also accepted over the phone at (585)753-7380.

   

 
 

 
 

The Soil & Water Conservation District is not responsible for fish after they leave the pick-up area. 

---------------- ------------------- ------------CUT HERE------------- --- --------------- ------------------ ----------- 

Please complete form, detach and return with payment to the address at the top of the page. 
Name: _____________________________________   Address: ______________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone #: ____________________________   City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________     
Email: _____________________________________ 
.

Fish Species Length Rate per Acre Price Quantity 

Ordered 
Price 

Each Per/25 

Triploid Grass Carp** 10-14” Set by DEC $30 $ 
Fathead Minnows 2-3” 2000 $16 per ½ lb. 

(½ lb.= approximately 75 minnows) 
$ 

Largemouth Bass 3-5” 50 $7 $85 $ 
Bluegill 3-5” 50 $7 $85 $ 

Fish Food 5 lb. bag -- $12 $ 
Fish Food 10 lb. bag -- $23 $ 
Fish Food 44 lb. bag -- $67 $ 

Total: $ 
Credit card refunds will be subject to a 5% administrative fee deducted from the total amount of purchase. (Sales Tax is already included)

**Please consider the following additional information below before ordering these species or items.

https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-program


 

 

 

 

Additional Information: 
 

** You NEED a Triploid Grass Carp permit to buy carp.  If you do not have a permit, call the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS-DEC), Fisheries Office at (585) 226-5343 to obtain an application 
or download the form from the NYS-DEC at: http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/grasscarppermitappl.pdf . 
The form is also available on our Fish Program webpage: https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 

 Triploid Grass Carp control aquatic vegetation by consuming various types of soft stemmed rooted plants. Grass Carp 
will NOT control algae. Customers have been known to successfully use barley straw to reduce algae growth. For 
more information visit our website. 

  Unfortunately Barley Straw is NOT available through our 2022 Fish Stocking Program due to a lack of local supply. 
Barley Straw can be used as a more natural preventative practice to minimize the potential for algae growth in ponds. 
Note that if you use barley straw to help reduce algae growth, it is best to put the straw in the pond as early as 
possible in the spring before algae starts to grow. Contact our District if you need help determining how much barley 
straw you will need for your pond.  

 Fish sizing and availability may vary depending on yearly weather conditions.  
 You may obtain a free Farm Fish Pond License to stock fish by calling the NYS-DEC Fisheries Office at:  (585) 226-

5343. Permits are good for 5 years. This form is also available on the District website. 
 Koi are no longer offered at our Fish Stocking Event. Koi are now listed as a regulated invasive species in New York 

State due to their harmful impacts on native populations in natural waterbodies. Please feel free to contact our office 
for suggestions on similar functional replacements for your pond. 

 Additional information about fish needs and other items offered is available in our Fish Program Catalog: 
https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 
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