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Karen Ervay was recognized at the 

Annual Celebrate Agriculture Dinner 

on August 15th for providing 

outstanding dedication and service 

throughout her 30 years with the 

Monroe County Soil and Water 

Conservation District.  

As the Secretary to the Board of 

Directors, and District Clerk, Karen 

has dedicated her time by organizing 

the District’s Conservation Tree and 

Shrub Program where she has 

managed over 14,000 orders and 

assisted in distributing over 1 million 

plants to County residents throughout her career; planning and overseeing two very 

important environmental education events, Conservation Field Days and Envirothon, 

which has educated more than 36,000 school-aged students over the past 27 years; 

and overseeing the District’s day to day financial transactions, administrative 

policies and holding the position of the Records Management Officer for three 

decades. 

When she began her career with the District in 1985, she was hired by a five 

member Board of Directors (John Hoff, Floyd Rothfuss, Joseph Willmes, James 

Colby and Selden Chase), and the staff consisted of 3 people and a typewriter, 

including herself without an Executive Director. Over the years, she has seen huge 

changes with the Soil and Water Conservation District, including working for 12 

different supervisors and with more than 35 different co-workers and morphing into 

an agency with 5 full time staff , each with a computer, voicemail and email, plus an 

Executive Director and a seven member Board of Directors that have helped change 

the strength of the agency including Gerald Snow, Floyd Rothfuss, Rollin Pickering, 

Seldon Chase, Mark Greene, Peter McCann and Richard Yolevich to name a few. 

They each were, and some still are, some of the most long standing and supportive 

Board Members in District history. 

Karen expressed ―the District has been part of my life since the age of 19 when I 

entered as an inexperienced young person just trying to get a job, to now, where so 

much has changed for not only the District but for me too.‖ She has seen the District 

become a much more diverse agency in the conservation arena while at the same 

time is an extremely proud parent of a wonderful 14 year old boy. Kelly Emerick, 

Executive Director declared ―Karen truly is the heart and soul of the Soil and Water 

Conservation District, and it is my hope that she will continue to serve our District 

for many, many years to come!‖ 

Karen Ervay, 30 Years of Service Award 

 

Kelly Emerick, Executive Director of MCSWCD attaching 

Karen’s 30 year pin 
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The District recognized Mark 

Gooding as the 2014 

Conservationist of the Year at the annual 

Celebrate Agriculture Dinner on August 

15th . Mark has over 28 years of dedication 

serving the public and educating local 

youth in protecting our natural resources. 

During his career with NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation (DEC), his 

duties included assisting forest landowners 

in managing their timber and other 

natural resources, assisting municipalities 

in managing their street and park trees, and 

participation in environmental education 

activities. For two years, he was tasked to 

oversee the Service Foresters, providing 

assistance to 11 counties, and most 

recently, has took on the Regional Forester 

position and now leads the DEC forestry staff in managing over 55,000 acres of State Forest 

and providing forestry support to private landowners and municipalities throughout Region 8.  

He is a remarkable supporter of the Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District’s 

Educational Programs. He has continued to provide education for over 8 years to the  

District’s annual Conservation Field Days event to local 6th grade students on forestry,  

specifically teaching students how to identify trees that are found in the northeast. He has  

provided over 14 years of dedicated assistance to the District’s annual Envirothon competition 

as an instructor, exam author, and competition proctor, educating high school students 

throughout Monroe County in the area of forestry including identifying trees, forest ecology, 

health and sustainable management of forests in NYS. The District staff appreciates Mark’s 

outstanding support over the years. Congratulations! 

NYS DEC Region 8 Forester, Mark Gooding, Honored as 

2014 Conservationist of the Year 

Mark Gooding accepting his award with Executive  Director 

Kelly Emerick and Treasurer of the Board Josh Bauroth 

District Receives Ecosystem Based Management Grant for 

The Monroe County SWCD recently  

secured $40,000 in State funding for  

agricultural erosion control projects  

focused on improving water quality in the 

Genesee River Watershed. The projects 

will be completed on 4 local farms, and 

will  include various best management 

practices such as excluding animals from 

streams, cover cropping, and constructing 

water and sediment control basins to 

reduce sediment to the Genesee River. All 

projects will completed over the next two 

years.   

Genesee River Watershed Project Area 
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Problems of Using Salt Melt, and Safer Alternatives 
Road salt and all its variants of ice melt are 

considered a staple in our extreme and snowy 

Western New York winters. But have you ever 

considered the long-term toll this salt is taking on 

the environment? There are many safer alternatives 

available now that will give you the  effectiveness 

you need to make your walkways safe while also 

reducing the negative impact on the vegetation and 

wildlife in our yards, neighborhoods, and 

waterways. Salt is unhealthy to the environment 

because it melts into our environment so easily and 

travels so quickly. This occurs primarily because of 

chloride, a pollutant that is soluble and therefore 

dissolves far too easily into meltwater and into our 

yards, streams, groundwater, storm drains, and surface water. Chloride is difficult to remove, and 

remains a pollutant in ponds and lakes, where it reduces the amount of oxygen in water, making it 

less capable of sustaining aquatic life. 

In addition to chloride, sodium from salt melt also pollutes water sources, which causes the 

sodium content in drinking water and wells to rise if left untreated. Neither sodium nor chloride are 

desirable in our drinking water, and both are found at increased levels in our water supplies.  

Both sodium and chloride are harmful to pets, vegetation, wildlife, soil, and concrete structures. As 

a result, many companies are working to develop products that are effective at melting ice without 

the harmful impacts on the environment. Unfortunately, most products that don’t contain salt and  

chloride are also expensive. Some innovative approaches that some municipalities are employing  

include smart plow trucks that track pavement temperatures to optimize the minimum amount of 

salt needed, pervious pavement surfaces that allow for melting snow to avoid waterways, heated 

roads and bridges, and advance plow design. However, homeowners need access to simpler and 

more affordable options. Beet juice, sugarcane molasses, and cheese brine are just a few of the 

natural products that some municipalities have used with success to reduce sodium and chloride. 

Organic salt-free deicers, while more 

expensive, are readily available for 

residential use, and are significantly safer 

for the environment as well as effective 

in melting ice. Kitty litter and sand do 

not melt ice, but they do provide for 

traction on slippery surfaces, causing less 

damage when used sparingly. Alfalfa 

meal is another natural de-icer that is 

also effective at improving surfaces. 

Most importantly, shovel  

thoroughly and carefully—it is much 

easier to treat a surface for ice minimally 

when you start with a well-cleared 

surface. Your lawn, plants, pets, and 

neighbors will thank you for it.   

Effects of salt on vegetation 

Snow with salt being dumped into a stream 
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Twenty-seven years and counting! Last week we held 

our annual Conservation Field Days event September 

22nd-24th at Ellison Park. With the help from our 

sponsors, the Monroe County Parks Department and 

Wegmans, we had the pleasure to reach out to more 

than 1,300 students from 12 area schools. Students 

attended from all across the county including: 

Rochester City School Districts #2, #16, #42, and #46, 

Seton Catholic School, Northstar Christian School, 

Schlegel Road School, Klem Road South School, 

Rochester Christian School, St. John Neumann 

School, and Oliver Middle School. 

This event is an outstanding opportunity for everyone 

that participates.  Environmental professionals and 

volunteers coming together with students in a fun and 

casual format while in a great outdoor environment, 

all in order to share their expertise and increase 

awareness of important environmental topics. It’s just 

good stuff! 

Our goal is to have students walk away from this event 

knowing that we all contribute to environmental issues 

but we also can all make a difference with increased 

awareness and knowledge. Hosting this event outdoors is a perfect fit by helping to instill an 

appreciation for our natural resources. So what do these students learn about?  Topics covered this 

year are widely varied some of which included: Landuse Planning, Wildlife Management, Forestry, 

Recycling, Alternative and Solar Energy, Dairy 

Farming, Conservation Awareness, Watersheds 

and Wetlands.  

Dozens of local environmental 

educators and professionals 

volunteer their time for this three day event. A 

few of these agencies and organizations 

include: the Rochester Museum and Science 

Center, the Friends of Ganondagan, Farm 

Family Insurance, the Monroe County 

Department of Environmental Services, 

Rochester Institute of Technology, the NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation, 

the Audubon Society, Mt. Morris Dam and 

Recreation Area, New York State Department 

 of Public Service and many, many others.  

A huge thank you to all our volunteers, instructors, sponsors and county park staff that worked so 

hard to make this great outdoor environmental education event possible. We couldn't do it without all 

of you! 

Outdoor Environmental Education At Its Best 

Mary Jane Wenner teaches plant life cycles by using 

them to create crafts  

Rochester City school students working together to identify a tree 
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NYS-DEC Endorsed 4 Hour 

Erosion and Sediment Control Training  
It’s that time of year again! MCSWCD will be 
offering the NYS-DEC Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion and Sediment Control Training through December 
of 2015 in various locations throughout Monroe 
County. This training will cover the updated permit 
requirements as well as proper installation and 
maintenance techniques of soil and erosion control 
techniques outlined in the Blue Book. Contractors, 
developers, code enforcement officers and other 
municipal officials are encouraged to attend.  

Please visit our website in the upcoming months for 
the complete 2015-2016 class schedule as well as 
detailed information & registration information at 
www.monroecountyswcd.org or call  Katie Jakaub at 
(585) 753-7380. 

DON’T FORGET! 

Our Fall Fish Stocking Deadline is Quickly Approaching! 
 

Are you interested in stocking or restocking your pond this fall? Is your 

Triploid Grass Carp Permit going to expire before next spring? If you 

answered YES then read on.  Our next fish distribution will be on 

October 8th between 10:30–11:30 a.m. behind Building 5 of the Fleet 

Center. All fish orders must be received by October 1st so don’t miss 

out! We offer several varieties of fish including: fathead minnows, 

goldfish, catfish, koi, triploid grass carp, perch and others.  

QUESTIONS?   

Contact our office at (585)753-7380, Monday-Friday 8am-4pm. 

Date & Time Location 

October 22nd, 2015  

8:00AM-12:00PM 

Chili Town Hall 
Main Meeting Room 

3333 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624 

November 19th, 2015 
8:00AM-12:00PM 

Town of Perinton Public Works Facility 
Building A, Room 208 

100 Cobb’s ane 
Fairport, NY 14450 

December 16th, 2015 
8:00AM-12:00PM 

Parma Town Hall, Main Board Room  
1300 Hilton-Parma Road 

Hilton, NY 14468 

 

http://www.monroecountyswcd.org
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This newsletter is published quarterly by the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District and is available at no cost to 

interested landowners, land users, and to the general public. If you would like to receive our newsletter, call us with your email 

address or view it online at www.monroecountyswcd.org. Programs and services offered through the Monroe County Soil & 
Water Conservation District are made possible through the financial support of the County of Monroe, State of New York, 

specialized grant opportunities, and fundraising programs. All SWCD programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory 

basis without regard to ace, color, national origin, political beliefs, religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or 

disability. Our Board of Director meetings are open to the public; please call for information. 
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