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New Soil & Water Resource Technicians 

Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation 

District welcomes two new Soil and Water 

Resource Technicians: Josh LaFountain and 

Molly Swearingen. 

 

Josh LaFountain grew up in Spencerport and 

attended The College at Brockport SUNY where 

he majored in Environmental Science and Water 

Resources. 

 

Josh has worked on various water quality and 

remediation projects throughout his college 

career, including a project that modeled the 

entire Genesee River watershed to quantify 

nutrient and sediment loadings, identify impacted 

regions along the river, and determine site-

specific best management practices. After 

graduation, Josh worked as a Research Associate 

with the University of Michigan carrying out 

surface water sampling and analysis for arctic 

lakes and rivers in North Slope, Alaska.  

 

Molly Swearingen graduated with an 

Environmental Resource Engineering degree 

from SUNY Environmental Science and Forestry 

(ESF). At SUNY ESF, Molly focused on 

environmental engineering practices, including 

Stormwater Management, Hydrology, and  Hydraulics. After college she worked 

for the Livingston County Department of Health, Center for Environmental Health  

for two years as a Public Health Technician. While working for the Livingston 

County Department of Health, she regularly inspected public water supplies and 

individual onsite wastewater treatment systems. 

 

Josh and Molly will both be assisting with the District’s stormwater management 

programs. Some of the tasks they will be working on include reviewing stormwater 

pollution prevention plans, construction site inspections for erosion and sediment 

control, green infrastructure design, and stormwater related assistance to 

municipalities and homeowners. Both Josh and Molly will also represent the 

District at various water quality and watershed coalitions and committees 

throughout Monroe County.  

 

We are excited to have Josh and Molly as part of our District! 

New Technicians: Josh LaFountain (Top) 

and Molly Swearingen (Bottom) 
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AEM Year 12: 2016-2017 
Farm planning and natural resource 

protection in New York begins at the 

local level through the Agricultural 

Environmental Management (AEM) 

program. The AEM program is a free 

and confidential conservation planning 

program offered to the farmers of New 

York through county  

Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 

Through AEM our District is able to 

provide guidance to farmers in 

implementing environmental Best Management Practices while also allowing us to put farmers in touch 

with different grant funding opportunities available for conservation practices. The District follows an 

AEM strategic plan targeting priority watersheds across the county. The watersheds for this year 2016-

2017 will be Black Creek & Little Black Creek watersheds, where these watersheds were the focus of the 

first AEM strategic plan was in 2005-2006 and again in 2009, along with Oatka Creek. The Genesee River 

Watershed will also be included for this year’s focus. Many new farms participated and completed the 

first tiers of AEM in 2005-2006. The focus moving forward for this strategic plan, will be getting farms 

that have participated in the past to continue to moving forward with the progressive planning to the upper 

tiers, as well as conduct plan updates and conservation practice evaluations in each of these watersheds. 

While we try to focus our outreach efforts on current priority watersheds, the AEM program is open to all 

Monroe County farmers at any time. Farmers interested in hearing more about the program should contact 

the District Planning Technician Jeremy Paris at (585)753-7380. 

Fall Stocking Save the Date: October 6th, 2016 

Fall will arrive before you know it and you’ll need to assess whether 

restocking fish is needed for your pond. Keeping in mind whether your 

pond is relatively new or if it’s not been stocked in some years this may be 

the right time to move forward with an order.  

 

Maybe you’re looking to control unwanted excess of aquatic vegetation in your pond. If that’s the case 

our Fall 2016 Fish Stocking Program will include Triploid Grass Carp (shown above), which are 

commonly stocked to help control submerged vegetation. Note that Triploid Grass Carp are stocked 

by permit only through the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC). You 

would need to apply and be approved to stock prior to placing an order. For those interested in Triploid 

Grass Carp please contact the NYS DEC Fisheries Department at (585) 226-2466 or visit their website for 

application details. 

 

Our Fall Fish Stocking distribution will be on October 6th between 11:00 AM– 12:00 PM. We will be 

offering several varieties of fish including: fathead minnows, perch, catfish, koi, triploid grass carp and 

others. Along with the fish sale, we also offer bags of fish food to help your fish acclimate to their new 

home, and barley straw to inhibit new algae growth. Our order form will be available for download on our 

website (monroecountyswcd.org), along with more information about the fall stocking event, and what 

you will need to bring. We will also send out order forms via email to those who are on our mailer list. If 

you wish to be added to our mailer list, contact the office at (585)753-7380 or email Karen Ervay at 

karenervay@monroecounty.gov. 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
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23 High School Teams compete at Local Envirothon 2016 
Brighton High School 

goes to NY State 

Competition 
 

Celebrating its 25th Anniversary for 

Monroe County, twenty-three teams of high school 

students across Monroe County competed in the 

annual Monroe County Envirothon on May 19th. 

Each team was vying to win the local 

championship in order to proceed to the New York 

State Competition. A very unique event, the 

Envirothon focuses on outdoor, hands-on, 

environmental education where teams of five 

students study and compete as a unit representing 

their school.  Teams are tested on topics including: 

wildlife, aquatics, forestry, soils/land use, and a 

current issue, which for 2016 was invasive species.  

 

With three high score ties and title ranking ties it 

made for a very exciting competition, filled with 

suspense! Teams from Brighton, Brockport, 

Churchville-Chili, Eastridge and Our Lady of 

Mercy fiercely competed with the Brighton High 

School (Team 2) winning the local championship.           

 

Finishing out the top five were: 2nd Place – 

Churchville Chili High School, 3rd and 4th Place – 

Brighton High School, 5th Place – Brockport High School. High Scores were achieved by the following 

teams: Aquatics – Brighton Team 2, Forestry – Churchville Chili Team 1, Current Issues – Brighton Team 

2, Soils – Brighton Team 3, Wildlife – Brighton Team 1 and Oral Presentations – Brockport Team 6. 

Congratulations to all that participated! 

 

Brighton High School, Team 2 went on to 

represent Monroe County at the New York 

State Competition held at William Smith and 

Hobart Colleges in Geneva, NY May 25-26, 

2016. They did very well placing 12th out of 

48 teams from New York State.  

 

Congratulations go to: Luke Basler, Noah Hammes, Andrew 

Polevoda, Drew Schmitt and Fengdi Zhang   

Team members from Brockport High School at the Wildlife 

station which testing their skills related to tracks, habitat 

needs, laws and history of Wildlife Conservation 

 Team members working together at the Soils station 

For more information on the State 

Envirothon competition, please visit the 

New York State Envirothon website: 

http://www.nysenvirothon.net/index.html 

For more information on the Monroe 

County Envirothon event, please visit the 

MCSWCD website: 

www.monroecountyswcd.org 
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The District has been working 

with nine farms in the Salmon 

Creek watershed by assisting 

the landowners with the 

planning and installation of 

cover cropping systems. The 

grant funds are made possible 

by the Agricultural Non-point 

Source Abatement & Control 

program. The grant’s purpose is 

to help farms slowly introduce 

cover cropping into their current 

system; to help show the 

benefits of water quality and 

soil health. The farms participating have finished the second year of a three year rotation. The 

picture above shows a clover cover cropping system totaling over 1,000 acres. This cover crop will 

help reduce soil erosion by 2 tons per acre, which will save 6,000 total tons of soil from potentially 

reaching Salmon Creek, over the life of the grant. 

It’s almost here! It’s June so we’re working on 

recruiting instructors and volunteers for our very 

popular Conservation Field Days event. So check 

your calendars for open time September 20, 21 and 

22. If you enjoy being outdoors, educating children 

and being around like minded folks this is a great 

opportunity for YOU!  

 

This event is a huge undertaking, so we need to plan 

early to accommodate the 1200 students that will 

attend over the three day event. We take pride in 

offering a truly unique, fun filled and valuable 

learning experience for our young “future 

conservationists.” We are recruiting individuals to 

help with instructing and managing attendees, taking 

pictures, and monitoring of different stations 

throughout the park.  

 

A bit of background for you, this is one of the unique chances schools have to bring their students 

to one of our most beautiful parks (Ellison Park) and have them experience a series of 

environmentally themed learning stations. These stations will help them become more aware of 

local environmental topics and concerns while enjoying the outdoor atmosphere.  

 

Do you work in the environmental field or for an organization that may be interested in instructing? 

OR, are you an individual that enjoys volunteering and working with kids? If so, please contact 

Karen Ervay at: 753-7380 or email her directly at: karenervay@monroecounty.gov to register 

Salmon Creek Watershed Cover Cropping Program 

Come Enjoy a Great Event with Us! 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
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Union Station Park Planting in the Town of Chili 

 

The District and the Town of Chili teamed up this 

past month to plant a riparian buffer along a tributary 

of Black Creek which flows through Union Station 

Park. Over 100 plants were planted along the edges 

of the tributary, including four different tree species 

and four species of shrubs. All plants selected for 

this project are native to New York State. The goal 

of this project was to create a buffer between the 

edges of the grassed fields and the streambanks in order to decrease the amount of grass clippings, 

nutrients, and pollutants that can enter into the tributary and then into Black Creek. This project 

was made possible through funding from Finger Lakes– Lake Ontario Protection Alliance 

(FLLOWPA).  

Balonek Farm Planting for Trees for Tribs 

 

A big thank you to all of those who helped us plant 

over 1100 various tree and shrub species on 

Balonek Dairy Farm along Oatka Creek! We had 

help from Members of Oatka Creek Watershed 

Committee, Trout Unlimited, NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation, members from the 

Caledonia Council of Knights of Columbus, and 

Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation 

District. This planting will help to prevent nutrient 

loaded stormwater runoff from reaching Oatka 

Creek. It will also provide a canopy over the edge of the streambank for shading and increased fish 

habitat! 

Last Call for Trees for Tribs Sites 

 

The Trees for Tribs Program is ending this year. 

This program is a great way to get FREE native 

trees and shrubs for your property, and help increase 

Genesee River water quality.  If you live in one of 

the priority areas in the Genesee River Basin 

(shown in the map to the right), and you would like 

FREE tree and shrub seedlings to help provide 

buffer habitat, contact Monroe County SWCD or 

Wyoming County SWCD. The deadline to submit 

applications is August 1st, 2016. Wyoming County 

SWCD will be organizing distributions and fall 

plantings in September. If you have questions or 

would like to apply call Monroe County SWCD at 

(585) 753-7380, or  Megan Boberg with Wyoming 

County SWCD at (585) 786-3675 ext 4. Application 

forms and additional information can also be found 

at www.wcswcd.org/index.php/tree-shrub/.  

Planting Riparian Buffers Along our Waterways 

http://www.wcswcd.org/index.php/tree-shrub/
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TTTHANKSHANKSHANKS   TOTOTO   ALLALLALL   WHOWHOWHO   PARTICIPATEDPARTICIPATEDPARTICIPATED   INININ   THETHETHE   CONSERVATIONCONSERVATIONCONSERVATION   TREETREETREE   ANDANDAND   
SHRUBSHRUBSHRUB   SALESALESALE   ANDANDAND   THETHETHE   SPRINGSPRINGSPRING   FISHFISHFISH   STOCKINGSTOCKINGSTOCKING   PROGRAMPROGRAMPROGRAM!!!   

 

This Year we had a great turnout for the Conservation Tree and Shrub Sale and the Spring Fish 

Stocking Program! Over 21,300 plants were sold to 332 customers during the week of our Tree 

and Shrub Sale. Twenty-five customers attended our Spring Fish Sale and purchased 4,542 fish. 

Customers also bought barley straw at the Fish Sale to help decrease the amount of algae growth 

in their ponds. We very much appreciate those that participated and will continue to offer these 

programs for interested land and pond owners. Please continue to check our website 

(monroecountyswcd.org) for updates and deadlines to register for these programs. 

 

It is the District’s goal to help provide landowners and pond owners with opportunities to improve 

their properties and the surrounding environment. Our Tree and Shrub Program allows 

landowners to participate in wildlife enhancement, erosion control and windbreak development 

needs throughout the area. Our Fish Stocking Program provides pond owners with a biological 

control measure for cutting down on aquatic vegetation.   

 

Remember to give your plants plenty of water and patience!  As always, if you have questions or 

comments on our program, please contact our office at 753-7380. 

 

http://monroecountyswcd.org/
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This newsletter is published quarterly by the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District and is available at no cost to 

interested landowners, land users, and to the general public. If you would like to receive our newsletter, call us with your email 

address or view it online at www.monroecountyswcd.org. Programs and services offered through the Monroe County Soil & 
Water Conservation District are made possible through the financial support of the County of Monroe, State of New York, 

specialized grant opportunities, and fundraising programs. All SWCD programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory 

basis without regard to ace, color, national origin, political beliefs, religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or 

disability. Our Board of Director meetings are open to the public; please call for information. 

Board of Directors: 
 

Rollin Pickering  
Chairman/ NY Grange Rep. 

 

Mark Greene 
Vice-Chairman/ Farm Rep. 

 

Joshua Bauroth 
 Treasurer/ Legislative Rep. 

 

Steve Brew 
Legislative Rep. 

 

Mark Kreiger 
Farm Bureau Rep. 

 

Chuck Colby 
 Member at Large 

 

Vacant 
Member at Large 

 
District Staff: 

 

Kelly Emerick  
(CPESC, CPSWQ, CMS4s) 

Executive Director 
 

Karen Ervay  
Education Coordinator/Secretary to 

Board 
 

Jermery Paris 
(CCA) 

Soil & Water Planning Technician 
 

Josh LaFountain  
Soil & Water Resource Technician 

 

Molly Swearingen  
Soil & Water Resource Technician 

 

Megan Aubertine 
Conservation Intern 

Monroe County Soil & Water 

Conservation District 
145 Paul Road, Building 5 

Rochester, NY 14624 

Phone: 585-753-7380 

Fax: 585-753-7374 

M-F 8am-4pm 

kellyemerick@monroecounty.gov 

www.monroecountyswcd.org 


