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Our 26th Annual Conservation Field Days Event took place September 16-18th at 

Ellison Park with the support of the Monroe County Parks Department and 

Wegmans Markets. An annual event, we hosted 1,350 students from 13 area 

schools within Monroe County. Elementary and middle schools included:  

Rochester City School District (RCSD) Schools #1, #2, #16, #17, #35, and #42 

Northstar Christian School  

Schlegel Road School (Webster) 

Klem Road South School (Webster) 

Rochester Christian School  

St. John Neumann School  
 

Conservation Field Days brings 

together eager students and 

environmental experts, and places 

them in a natural setting ideal for 

learning about the topics at hand. 

Each of the courses aims at teaching 

students how we not only contribute to 

environmental issues, but also how we 

can make a difference. Ellison Park offers the perfect setting for students to walk 

away with an increased level of  environmental awareness and appreciation for 

our natural resources.  

As in the past, topics are often presented in an interactive “game” format and 

include many subjects such as: Soil & Water Conservation, Wildlife Habitat, 

Maple Syrup Production, Bird Migration and Wetlands Preservation.  

Some of the agencies and 

organizations that presented 

included: the Rochester 

Museum and Science Center, 

the Friends of Ganondagan, the 

Monroe County Department of 

Environmental Services, the 

NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation, 

the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service, the Farm Discovery 

Center and many, many others. 

Thanks go out to all that 

participated and worked to 

make this event a huge 

success! 

Joseph Gersitz from the Northeastern Organic Farming 

Association of New York teaches the ABC’s of Soil, Compost 

and Worms. 

A student checks out some examples of aquatic 

invertebrates. 

26th Annual Conservation Field Days a Success 
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Roofed Heavy Use Area Completed on Oatka Creek Farm 
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The Monroe County SWCD recently utilized the NYS Agricultural Non-Point Pollution Source 

Abatement and Control Program to assist in the completion of a large barnyard runoff management 

project on the Mike C. Balonek farm in 

Mumford NY. Through this project we 

were able to remove the existing outdoor 

heifer barnyard from the Oatka Creek 

floodplain and relocate it to a more 

environmentally friendly, contained 

location. The heifer barnyard now 

consists of a new Roofed Heavy Use 

Area located on the North side of the 

farmstead. The area where the heifer 

barnyard was previously located has been 

allowed to become part of an herbaceous 

buffer area between the farmstead and 

Oatka Creek. By implementing this best 

management practice it is estimated that 

we are preventing approximately 1.7tons/

manure/day from entering the Oatka 

Creek floodplain.  

The new Roofed Heavy Use Area at the Balonek farm greatly reduces the 

contaminated barnyard runoff issues commonly associated with outside 

barnyards.   

We receive many phone calls here at the MCSWCD office from local 

residents regarding various environmental resources that may (or may 

not) be on or around their property, or properties that they are interested 

in purchasing. Many times we are able to guide them to free online 

planning tools that are readily available to the public to help them 

answer their questions.  Listed below are three of the most commonly 

referred to online tools that can save you a lot of time and questions 

regarding environmental resources on your property. 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Resource Mapper – The 

Environmental Resource Mapper is an interactive mapping application that can be used to identify 

some of New York State's natural resources and environmental features that are state protected, or 

of conservation concern. http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html 

U.S Fish and Wildlife National Wetlands Inventory - The Wetlands Mapper integrates digital 

wetland map data with other resource information to produce timely and relevant management and 

decision support tools. http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html 

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Web Soil Survey - Web Soil Survey (WSS) 

provides soil data and information produced by the National Cooperative Soil Survey. It is operated 

by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and provides access to the largest 

natural resource information system in the world.   

http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.html 

Did You Know?  Free Online Environmental Planning and Land Use 

Programs Available For Landowners 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/38801.html
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Perhaps one of the more ubiquitous varieties of invasive species that linger in this area, Japanese 

Knotweed, has been causing issues for the last 150 years or so. This species, which is native to Japan, was 

first introduced to the western world and sold as an ornamental shrub in the 1800’s. It has since made its 

way across North America and is most commonly found along stream corridors and in disturbed areas 

along roadways. 

The plant can reach 4 to 8 feet in height, growing from long, hollow, bamboo-like stalks. Its leaves are 

spade shaped and range from 2 to 7 inches in width. Its flowers are 

a creamy white, and grow in plume-like, branched clusters on the 

ends of the stems.  

When fully grown, this species forms dense stands that crowd out 

all other vegetation, degrading native plant and animal habitat. 

This perennial plant is difficult to control because it has extremely 

vigorous subterranean root like stems (also known as rhizomes) 

that form a deep, dense mat. In addition, the plant can re-sprout 

from fragments. This means that when growing along streams, any 

plant fragments that fall into the water have the potential to create 

new infestations downstream. 

Eradicating Japanese Knotweed may seem like a daunting task but 

the simplest and most effective method is to just make sure that 

native plants 

populate the area before Japanese Knotweed has time to 

sprout again. In its early stages, the shrub can be pulled by 

hand depending on soil conditions and root development. 

However, if the complete root system isn’t removed, re-

sprouting can occur. In areas where herbicides cannot be 

used, grubbing with a pulaski axe or a shovel to remove all 

of the roots after cutting back the standing vegetation can be 

an effective control measure. When disposing of the plant 

material it is important that all parts of the plants be bagged 

and disposed of in a secure location such as a landfill. 

In areas where it is feasible, chemical controls for Japanese 

Knotweed may take place. This includes the application of 

herbicides to 

freshly cut 

stems or 

foliage. Before using chemicals to control any invasive 

plant, check with the New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). 

To get more information on Japanese Knotweed and other 

invasive species, visit the NYSDEC’s website or  the 

Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District’s 

website at www.monroecountyswcd.org. To report an 

invasive species such as Japanese Knotweed, contact the 

NYSDEC Office of Invasive Species Coordination at  

518-402-8924. 

Invasive Species Alert: Japanese Knotweed 
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Japanese Knotweed disrupts the natural ecological 

balance of this stream corridor as it crowds out 

other native species that would otherwise thrive in 

its place.  

Tall stalks of Japanese Knotweed  being  cut down and 

removed before rhizome hand removal takes place. 

Japanese Knotweed was first introduced as an ornamental 

shrub due to it’s delicate white flowers that bloom in mid-

summer. It has now become a nuisance and has spread 

well beyond the gardens where it was originally planted. 
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This newsletter is published quarterly by the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District and is available at no cost to 

interested landowners, land users, and to the general public. If you would like to receive our newsletter, call us with your email 

address or view it online at www.monroecountyswcd.org. Programs and services offered through the Monroe County Soil & 
Water Conservation District are made possible through the financial support of the County of Monroe, State of New York, 

specialized grant opportunities, and fundraising programs. All SWCD programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory 

basis without regard to ace, color, national origin, political beliefs, religion, sex, age, marital status, sexual orientation, or 

disability. Our Board of Director meetings are open to the public; please call for information. 

MCSWCD will be offering the NYS-DEC Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion and 
Sediment Control Training through December of 2014. MCSWCD staff will 

be hosting classes throughout Monroe County as seen in the table below. Visit 
our website in the upcoming months for the complete 2015 class schedule as 

well as detailed information & registration information at 
www.monroecountyswcd.org or call  

Katie Jakaub at (585) 753-7380. 

Date & Time  Location  

October 14th, 2014 
8:00AM-12:00PM 

Town of Pittsford Library 
Fisher Meeting Room 

24 State Street, Pittsford, NY 14534 

November 19th, 2014 
8:00AM-12:00PM 

Chili Town Hall 
Main Meeting Room 

3333 Chili Avenue, Rochester, NY 14624  

December 16th, 2014 
8:00AM-12:00PM 

Henrietta Town Hall 
Main Meeting Room  

475 Calkins Road, Henrietta, NY 14623  

NYS-DEC ENDORSED EROSION AND SEDIMENT  
CONTROL TRAININGS  


