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Churchville-Chili Wins  

County Envirothon Competition! 

In our largest competition to date, twenty-six 

teams of students were reaching for the title 

of Champion at the Monroe County 

Envirothon at Ellison Park on May 18th. 

High Schools participated from seven area 

school districts including: Brighton, 

Brockport, Churchville-Chili, Eastridge, Our 

Lady of Mercy, and new to the event this 

year, Penfield and Pittsford Mendon. It was 

a perfect day with, bright sun and a lot of 

excitement as the students gathered at 

Ellison Park and assembled into their teams. 

The Envirothon is different in that each 

student competes within a five member team 

and those teams compete against the other 

teams that are registered. Also unique to this 

event is the content for the competition. Each team trains in five environmental 

topics: Aquatics, Forestry, Soils, Wildlife and a Current Issue, which for this year’s 

topic covered Agricultural Soil and Water Stewardship.  

Each of these topics are tested outdoors, to gauge the team’s factual knowledge and 

determine which are the strongest teams. At the conclusion of this year’s event here 

were the results: 
 

Topic Winners: 

Aquatics: Brighton High School Team 5 

Current Issues: Brighton High School 

Team 6 

Forestry: Brockport Team 2 

Soils: Churchville-Chili Team 1 

Wildlife: Our Lady of Mercy Team 1 
 

Top 5 Overall Scores: 

5th Place: Brighton High School, Team 6 

4th Place: Brighton High School, Team 5 

3rd Place: Penfield High School, Team 2 

2nd Place: Brighton High School, Team 4 

1st Place: Churchville-Chili High School, Team 2   
 

Churchville Chili High School went on to compete at the New York State 

Competition, May 24-25th at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in Geneva, NY. 

They placed 12th overall which is a great accomplishment, competing against 57 

teams throughout New York. Congratulations to them all and we look forward to 

next year! 

County Envirothon Winner:  

Churchville-Chili High School, Team 2 

Eager students running up to see their scores  
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Fall Fish Program  Save the Date October 4th:  
It’s that time of year when pond owner's may want to assess the overall health of 

their pond and consider whether restocking fish is needed. Our Fish Stocking 

Program offers more than just fish to stock your pond. As part of the program, we 

also offer non-chemical substitutes for treating algae and vegetation in ponds and 

items that may help to increase the survivability of your fish as well! So please refer to 

our catalog located on our website for more information on the items available and how 

they can benefit your pond. 

Our Fall Fish Stocking distribution will be held on October 4, between 11:00 AM– 12:00 PM. We 

will be offering several varieties of fish including: fathead minnows, perch, catfish, triploid grass carp and 

others. Please note that Triploid Grass Carp are stocked by permit only through the NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYS DEC). 

Our order form will be available for download on our website (monroecountyswcd.org). We will also 

send out order forms via email to those who are on our mailer list. If you wish to be added to our mailer 

list, contact us at (585)753-7380 or via email at joshlafountain@monroecounty.gov 

Celebrate Good Times 
The 2017 Celebrate Agriculture Dinner is just two months away!  

This Farm to Table Dinner will feature local food from several farms, including 

meats provided by Stonehenge Beef Farm, and local spirits provided by 

Mayer’s Lake Ontario Winery. Also, a huge thanks to the Monroe County Parks Department for 

allowing use of their facility. Hurry, tickets are selling fast so make sure to reserve your seat soon!  

Tickets can also be purchased online at: 

http://monroecountyfarmbureauny.org/events/celebrate_agriculture_dinner/ 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
http://monroecountyfarmbureauny.org/events/celebrate_agriculture_dinner/
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InterSeeder Comes to the Genesee River Basin 
Getting cover crops planted immediately after the corn 

harvest, during one of the busiest times of the year can 

be quite daunting. The practice of interseeding offers 

the opportunity for farmers to establish a more 

productive cover crop for the fall, by planting during 

the early vegetation stages of corn. InterSeeder 

Technologies has introduced a modified no-till drill for 

the specific application of sowing cover crops in 

standing row crops while at the same time applying post 

emergent directed herbicides and fertilizer.  

The InterSeeder plants three rows of cover crop for 

each corn row (pictured to the bottom right). By having 

all these functions on one machine, it reduces the time, 

energy, and cost of planting cover crops in corn and 

potentially other row crops. The 6-row drill also has a 

factory option to utilize pesticide nozzles for post-

emergent application, as well as fertilizer nozzles for 

side-dress applications. The InterSeeder can also be 

used as a grain drill for crops like wheat, cereal rye or 

even soybeans. Farms located in the Genesee River 

Basin Watershed are eligible for rental of the 

InterSeeder. Contact Technician Jeremy Paris at: 

jeremyparis@monroecounty.gov for more information. 

Riparian Buffers on Farms 
Riparian buffers are the grasses, grass-like, forbs, shrubs, trees or other vegetation growing along streams. 

These plants control erosion and help filter and keep water clean. Why is this practice important to a 

farm? While most farms usually take advantage of every acre that is tillable, it is usually not a very good 

practice to farm right to the edge of a stream. Farming to the edge of a stream causes soils to become 

unstable and erode; especially during heavy rainfall. Top soil lost to this type of erosion can make a field 

adjacent to the steam become unproductive in the long run. By installing a buffer, soil movement can be 

mitigated and help keep productive soil in its 

place, while maintaining water quality at the same 

time. In general, a 35 foot wide buffer along the 

length of a small creeks or streams is the 

minimum recommended size to achieve adequate 

treatment from herbaceous buffers. Other factors 

such as slopes, soils, stream and floodplain 

characteristics as well as wildlife should be 

accounted for when sizing and implementing 

buffer practices. Even though riparian buffers may 

take land out of production, this practice will help 

keep soil and nutrients out of our water, as well as 

help retain productive soil on fields.  

For more information or to plan your farm buffer, 

contact Technician Jeremy Paris, 

jeremyparis@monroecounty.gov Riparian Buffer on a local farm within Monroe County 

Riparian Buffer 

mailto:jeremeyparis@monroecounty.gov
mailto:jeremeyparis@monroecounty.gov
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Funding for Lake Shore Flood Damage 
The high water levels of Lake Ontario have made this a tough spring for many of 

our local residences that live along or near the lake shore. Flooding and 

accelerated lake shore erosion has damaged many local properties and many 

individuals are looking for assistance to repair their homes and businesses. There 

is $7 million in state funding being made available for homeowners affected by severe 

flooding along Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. The funding may provide 

individual homeowners with up to $40,000 to make qualifying repairs. To be eligible for assistance 

homeowners must meet the income requirements found on the New York State Home and Community 

Renewal webpage and the home is required to be primary residence of the property owners at the time of 

the flooding. The program is being administered by not-for-profit organizations listed on New York State 

Home and Community Renewal webpage and application must be submitted to these not-for-profits. In 

addition $5 million in grants will be available for small businesses flood repairs and $10 million in state 

funding will be available to municipalities for repairs of flood-damaged public infrastructure.  

For more information visit their website at: http://www.nyshcr.org/Programs/NYS-Flood/. Refer to the 

next page to find out how you can participate in a survey pertaining to Lake Ontario water levels. 

Rainy Day Garden 

Rain gardens are great environmentally friendly tools that help 

capture stormwater and allow it to soak into the ground. They are 

used in many cases to help capture and treat water that runs off of 

our man made hard surfaces such as sidewalks and rooftops. 

Additionally rain gardens typically contain beautiful native 

flowers and shrubs that provide natural habitat and aesthetic 

value.  

When compared to other stormwater management practices, they 

are usually less expensive to build and can be relatively simple to 

construct. Constructing a rain garden can be fun and rewarding, 

but there are several important factors to consider. Rain gardens 

should be located in an area that is at least 10 feet away from all 

building foundations and should not be constructed on top of  septic systems or utilities. They  require 

water to function, but too much water can kill even the most water loving plants. Therefore, make sure 

your rain garden is sized so that it can handle to amount 

of runoff flowing into it and absorb the water in a 

timely manner. There are many great resources 

available on the web to help you size your rain garden, 

but the Rain Garden Alliance website has a great 

calculator that is easy to use. Also, check your soils 

ability to absorb water, the easiest way to do this is to 

dig an 8 inch wide hole with a depth of approximately 

one foot and fill it with water. Wait one hour and check 

the hole to see how much water has drained out. If the 

water level has not dropped at least one inch, we 

recommend amending your soil with porous soils like 

sand. If the water does not disappear within a days’ 

time it may not be the right spot to build. The last step 

before starting construction is choosing the plants. It’s best to choose flowering plants that thrive in wet 

environments; like the Blue Flag Iris. For more information or assistance with planning your rain garden, 

please contact Technician Molly Swearingen, mollyswearingen@monroecounty.gov 

Rain garden located at Building 5 within the 

Monroe County Fleet Center  

Native Blue Flag Iris in bloom in a rain garden 

http://www.nyshcr.org/Programs/NYS-Flood/
mailto:mollyswearingen@monroecounty.gov
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Inundation of Greene Point Road (Oswego 
County, NY). Photo: Cathy Goodnough 

Encroachment of Sodus Bay (Wayne County, NY) waters 
on a marina. Photo: Mary Austerman, NY Sea Grant 

Flooding on Edgemere Drive  
(Monroe County, NY)  

Photo: Brittney Rogers, NY Sea Grant 

2017 LAKE ONTARIO WATER LEVEL IMPACT SURVEY 
Given the record water levels on Lake Ontario and the expected duration of associated flooding events, New York Sea 
Grant has awarded rapid response funding to Cornell University to develop and conduct a standardized high water 
impact survey in the areas along southern and eastern Lake Ontario. This effort is in response to stakeholder requests 
for a standardized method to collect data on the impacts of high water levels on waterfront properties. 
WHO SHOULD TAKE THE SURVEY:  
Anyone with property that is on, or connected to, Lake Ontario, even those who have not yet experienced impacts.  
This includes residents, businesses, municipalities, agencies, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO ACCESS THE SURVEY: 
To take the survey visit:  https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6RNKD5WAM0hz3U1 Electronic surveys are strongly 
encouraged. However should alternate arrangements be necessary, please contact Mary Austerman at 315-331-8415. 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
To learn more about how results from this survey will/could be used contact Scott Steinschneider or Rich Stedman. 
For more information about accessing the survey and more short-term uses of survey data, contact Mary Austerman.   

Mary Austerman 
Coastal Community Specialist 
New York Sea Grant  
mp357@cornell.edu 
315-331-8415 
 

Scott Steinschneider 
Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Biological & 
Environmental Engineering 
Cornell University 
ss3378@cornell.edu  
 

Richard C. Stedman 
Department of Natural Resources 
Human Dimensions Research Unit 
Cornell University 
rcs6@cornell.edu  

IMMEDIATE BENEFITS OF THE SURVEY: 

• collect standardized information on high 
water level impacts that will allow for lake-
wide reporting 

• identify areas that are most vulnerable to 
high water levels for future planning 

• document impacts of this high water event 

POTENTIAL LONG-TERM USES FOR SURVEY DATA:  

• use to leverage funds for making communities, 
businesses and private properties more 
adaptable to high water levels 

• validate an existing flood risk model that could 
inform community-level flood resiliency 
planning 
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Are you looking for some quick and easy ways to enhance wildlife habitat or solve a pesky bug problem? 

Here are a few ways to do just that!  
 

 Mount a nesting box for birds:  

 Although the optimal time for mounting nesting 

boxes in the north is far earlier than now, you can 

certainly get prepared for next spring as you never 

know who may be looking for a nesting box that lost 

residence elsewhere. Loss of nesting habitat has 

greatly increased over the years especially for native 

cavity nesters like bluebirds. As bluebirds are 

officially known as the New York State bird, why not 

encourage them to nest on your property? When you 

decide to mount a bluebird box be sure the wood is 

untreated, the box should be without a perch and the 

entrance hole should be a round or oval shape 

approximately 1 ½ inches in diameter. So you have 

the box but haven’t had any luck getting bluebirds to nest in it? Consider these guidelines:  mount 

the box on a post or a smooth pipe where climbing mammals or snakes are not present and where 

the box is at least 50-200 feet away from brushy/heavily wooded areas. A site along a fence line 

away from human traffic and where there’s no pesticide use is optimal. Mounting the box with the 

entrance facing a direction away from the prevailing winds and placed within 100 feet of a tree or 

shrub for young to find a landing spot will encourage residency in your box. 
 

 Now about those mosquitoes and other pesky bugs: 

 Mounting a bat roosting box is a great way to decrease the bug 

population without use of chemicals. Little brown bats, common 

in New York State, can eat thousands of insects in a single 

night. The most important thing to remember when mounting a 

bat box is choosing the right site. Placement should be at least 

10 feet from the ground in an open area facing southeast and 

where it will get 7 hours or more of direct sun exposure. Bats 

will be even more encouraged to use a box if it is within 1,500 

feet of a creek or pond so keep that in mind. 
 

 Other things to consider for your land or backyard habitat:  

 All wildlife need the same elements for a balanced habitat: 

food, cover/shelter, water and an area to raise young. Do 

you have all those elements? What types of wildlife are 

you trying to encourage a visit to your property? Do you 

have space or an interest in a Butterfly or Hummingbird 

Garden? If you have a larger property are you looking to 

enhance it for other wildlife (rabbits, deer, etc.)? Think 

along those same four elements that they need and you’ll 

provide them with a great home.  
 

Need a bit of guidance or help with some of these projects? Give 

us a call and we’d be happy to provide you more information! 

Summertime Conservation Projects 

Ruby-throated hummingbird 

Bluebird house 

Little Brown Bat 
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Many of us resort to using herbicides and pesticides to make our lawns and gardens look pristine without 

considering the effects that these chemicals may have on the environment and the quality of our water. 

Applying these chemicals can also put ourselves, our families, and our pets at risk. Depending on the 

chemical used, contact or accidental ingestions can cause numerous health issues. Likewise, these 

chemicals often runoff into our waterways, storm sewers and are often disposed of in sanitary sewer 

systems. Sewage treatment plants don't eliminate many herbicides and pesticides from our water supplies, 

and many can find their way into our air, drinking water and ecosystem. Fortunately, there are safer, non 

toxic alternatives that work just as well for keeping your lawn looking great all summer long. By 

choosing to implement the methods below, you can protect yourself and the environment, while still 

keeping a healthy lawn and garden. 
 

 In early spring, apply corn gluten to lawns. Corn 

gluten will not kill weeds but will prevent new 

ones from germinating that year. It is also a 

natural source of nitrogen! You can find corn 

gluten at most garden supply stores. 
 

 Add thick layers of mulch to garden beds. 

Adding a two to three inch thick layer of mulch 

in gardens will help to provide nutrients, hold in 

moisture and prevent weed growth.  However, 

do not allow mulch to touch tree trunks. Tree 

roots may grow in the mulched area which can 

eventually girdle and kill the tree. 
 

 Manage weeds between cracks and stone areas with a high acid spray like vinegar to kill the above-

ground portion; repeat to increase effectiveness. 
 

 Pour boiling water over weeds; repeat to increase effectiveness. 
 

 Plant native! Since native species are already suited for the local environment, choosing native plants 

will help to decrease the amount of maintenance and additional treatment that is needed to keep your 

plants healthy.  
 

 Plant ground covers that thrive in shaded areas 

where grass cannot grow. 
 

 Promote lawn health by mowing and watering 

properly: 

 Taller grass develops deeper roots, an 

advantage during dry spells 

 Leave grass clippings on the lawn 

 Lawns can go dormant during the hottest days 

of summer, but will green-up again easily 

 Water deeply once a week only if needed; 

lawns need about an inch of water per week 

 Water early in the morning to help prevent 

conditions that encourage pest infestations 

 

Visit the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s website at  

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76234.html for information on the “Be Green in the Great Lakes” 

project and for more tips on how to maintain your lawn in a chemical free way.  

Chemical Free Lawn 

Wild Geranium: a New York native flower 

Taller grass encourages healthier roots 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/76234.html
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Monroe County Soil & Water 
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145 Paul Road, Building 5 

Rochester, NY 14624 
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kellyemerick@monroecounty.gov 

www.monroecountyswcd.org 

Board of Directors: 
 
 

Rollin Pickering  
Chairman/ NY Grange Rep. 

 

Mark Greene 
Vice-Chairman/ Farmer Rep. 

 

Joshua Bauroth 
 Treasurer/ Legislative Rep. 

 

Chuck Colby 
 Asst. Treasurer/Member at Large 

 

Steve Brew 
Legislative Rep. 

 

Mark Kreiger 
Farm Bureau Rep. 

 

Maureen Leupold 
Member at Large 

 
District Staff: 

 
 

Kelly Emerick  
(CPESC, CPSWQ, CPMSM) 

Executive Director 
 

Karen Ervay  
Education Coordinator/Secretary to 

Board 
 

Jeremy Paris 
(CCA) 

Soil & Water Planning Technician 
 

Josh LaFountain  
Soil & Water Resource Technician 

 

Molly Swearingen  
Soil & Water Resource Technician 

 

Megan Aubertine 
Conservation Intern 

 
 

An Opportunity Knocking: Volunteers Needed 

Do you have expertise in the environmental field? Do you enjoy working with 

kids? How about being outdoors? If you answered YES we’ve got a great 

opportunity for you to share your expertise in an outdoor setting with area 

elementary and middle school students. The Conservation Field Days event is 

quickly approaching and we’re looking to recruit volunteers to instruct 5th and 

6th grade student groups.   

The Conservation Field Days event is an outdoor learning opportunity where 

school groups attend six different mini-workshops on environmentally themed 

topics while visiting Ellison Park. The Conservation 

District coordinates the event bringing together up to 

1200 students throughout the three day event, 

scheduled for September 19, 20 and 21, 2017. 

Interested? Head to our website and fill out a 

registration form or email Karen Ervay at: 

karenervay@monroecounty.gov or Josh LaFountain 

at: joshlafountain@monroecounty.gov for more 

details and to express your interest. 

mailto:karenervay@monroecounty.gov
mailto:joshlafountain@monroecounty.gov

